
T O L E D O  T E C H N O L O G I E S  ·  F I E L D  M A N U A L

The Bilingual
Freelance Playbook
Every Marketable Skill, Fully Monetized On Fiverr, Upwork
& Beyond

A complete field manual: for each skill — what it is, why a service-industry veteran

with fluent spoken Polish is built for it, exactly how to package and price it on each
platform, the profile and proposal language to use, the rate ladder to climb, and the
scams to dodge. Built to be lived in, not skimmed.
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T H E  C O R E  I D E A

Why This Works
he open market is flooded with generic English-only freelancers competing on

price. It is starved for two things this person already has: fluent spoken Polish,

and twenty years of reading, calming, and selling to real human beings. Every play

in this book stacks those two advantages so she never competes on price — she

competes on being genuinely hard to replace.

H O W  T O  U S E  T H I S  B O O K

“Writing load” is the most important label here. None / Low means it can start
immediately. High means it waits for the writing track to mature.

Every price is a beginner starting point. They exist to win the first reviews, then
climb. Each chapter shows the climb.

Copy the templates, then make them hers. Clients smell a generic template; her
real voice goes on top.

[AI ASSIST] notes mark where the AI tools do real work. The rule everywhere: AI
drafts and checks; the human owns and verifies.

• 

• 

• 

• 
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F O U N D A T I O N S

How Fiverr & Upwork Actually Work
Two different animals. Use both, for different purposes.

Fiverr — the storefront
You build “gigs” (productized services) and buyers come to you. Success is a clickable title, a

clear three-tier package, a strong thumbnail, and reviews that lift your search ranking.

Fiverr’s cut: 20% of every order. A $100 order nets $80. Price with that in mind.

Seller levels: New → Level 1 → Level 2 → Top Rated, unlocking more visibility as you go.

The three tiers (Basic / Standard / Premium) are your main pricing lever. Most buyers
pick Standard — so make it the obvious-value middle.

Upwork — the job board
Clients post jobs; you send proposals. Success is a sharp profile, a high Job Success Score (JSS),

and proposals that prove you read the post.

Upwork’s cut (2025+): a variable 0–15% freelancer fee, fixed when the offer is sent — most
skilled contracts land near 10%. Gross up your rate.

Connects: proposals cost tokens. Send fewer, sharper proposals to jobs you can clearly
win.

Job Success Score: the most important number. One furious client hurts more than five
happy ones help.

T H E  S T R A T E G Y  I N  O N E  L I N E

Use Fiverr to get found and bank reviews fast. Use Upwork to land bigger, recurring

clients. Then move your best clients off both platforms to direct arrangements (where

allowed), so nobody takes a cut. The platforms are the on-ramp; direct clients are the

highway.

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 
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T H E  M A P

The Master Skill Inventory
Fourteen monetizable skills, ranked by fit for this specific person right now. Fit weighs writing

load (lower is better), pay ceiling, demand, and how directly her background transfers.

# Skill Writing Beginner rate Fit

1 Polish–English phone/video interpreting None $25–$40/hr ★★★★★

2 Bilingual customer service (voice) Low $18–$30/hr ★★★★★

3 Appointment setting & cold calling Low $20–$45/hr* ★★★★★

4 Virtual assistant / executive admin Low–Med $18–$30/hr ★★★★

5 Lead generation & list building Low $15–$30/hr ★★★★

6 Calendar / scheduling / booking Low $18–$28/hr ★★★★

7 Data entry & internet research Low $12–$22/hr ★★★

8 English transcription Medium $15–$25/hr ★★★

9 Bilingual content moderation Low–Med $15–$25/hr ★★★

10 Social media community management Medium $18–$35/hr ★★★

11 E-commerce / Shopify store admin Low–Med $16–$25/hr ★★★

12 Voice work / mystery shopping / QA Low $15–$40/job ★★★

13 Polish proofreading & localization QA High $20–$35/hr ★★ later

14 Polish–English written translation High $0.06–$0.12/wd ★★ later

* Appointment setting frequently pays base + per-appointment bonus; a strong closer’s effective rate runs well
above the base.
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S K I L L  0 1

1 Polish–English Phone & Video Interpreting

WRITING LOAD

None — verbal
RATE RANGE

$25–$40/hr
PRIORITY

ANCHOR · week 1

What it is

Companies in healthcare, legal, government, insurance, and customer service constantly need

to speak with Polish-speaking clients and have no one who can. Language-service agencies hire

freelance interpreters to take these calls on demand — over the phone (OPI) or by video (VRI).

You listen in one language, speak in the other, in real time. No writing, no reading. Pure spoken

fluency.

Why she’s built for it

The single best fit in the book. It uses the one skill already at full strength — spoken Polish —

and sidesteps the writing constraint completely. The service background is a bonus: twenty

years of staying calm with stressed, confused, sometimes angry people is exactly what a

medical or emergency call demands.

How to start (mostly OFF-platform)

Interpreting work comes from agencies, not Fiverr/Upwork. Apply to several in parallel in week

1:

Certified Languages (CLI), Ad Astra, Hanna Interpreting, Kreato Global, Universal
Language Service, 360 Smart Lingo, Language Services Associates — all routinely hire
freelance/1099 Polish OPI/VRI interpreters, remote, set-your-own-schedule.

Expect a language assessment and a basic equipment check: a Windows or Mac computer
(a Chromebook usually won’t qualify), a quiet room, a wired USB headset, stable wired
internet. See Week Zero in the Ramp.

Rates start around $25–$30/hr and rise with experience and specialization. Stacking two
or three agencies smooths the hours.

• 

• 

• 
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T H E  S P E C I A L I Z A T I O N  L A D D E R

General interpreting pays the base. Medical and legal interpreting pay more with

steadier demand. After a few months, a medical-interpreter certification (e.g., a 40-

hour course) lifts the rate meaningfully — a clear month-4+ upgrade, no writing

required.

Sample Fiverr gig (for direct ad-hoc work)

Tier What’s included Start price

BASIC 30-minute scheduled live phone interpreting session (PL↔EN) $35

STANDARD 60-minute live interpreting (call, appointment, or video meeting) $60

PREMIUM Half-day on-call interpreting (up to 3 hrs) for an event or block $160

[ A I  A S S I S T ]

Build a bilingual terminology glossary before the first calls — medical, legal, insurance

vocabulary in both languages. Run mock interpreting drills: AI plays the English

speaker, she interprets aloud, zero risk.

Red flags

Any “agency” asking for an upfront fee to register or certify you. Legit agencies pay you,
never the reverse.

Roles demanding on-the-spot sight translation of documents — reading-heavy, not the
right fit yet.

• 

• 
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S K I L L  0 2

2 Bilingual Customer Service (Voice-First)

WRITING LOAD

Low — spoken
RATE RANGE

$18–$30/hr
PRIORITY

CORE · week 1

What it is

Businesses serving Polish-speaking customers need phone and chat support in Polish. Voice

support is the sweet spot — minimal, forgiving writing. She handles questions, complaints,

orders, and follow-ups in whichever language the customer prefers.

Why she’s built for it

De-escalating an upset customer is the core skill of two decades in service work. The bilingual

angle is the premium: an English-only rep is a commodity; a warm, calm, fluent Polish-and-

English rep is a specialist a business will pay extra to keep.

Setup & positioning

Fiverr title: “I will be your bilingual (Polish + English) customer service & phone support rep.” 

Upwork headline: “Bilingual Customer Support (Polish/English) · 20 yrs Service Experience ·

Calm Under Pressure.”

Tier What’s included Start price

BASIC Up to 10 customer interactions handled + summary report $30

STANDARD Up to 30 interactions + basic CRM notes, 3-day turnaround $75

PREMIUM Weekly part-time coverage (up to 10 hrs), dedicated support $220

V O I C E  O V E R  C H A T  —  L E A N  I N T O  T H E  S T R E N G T H

Favor phone/voice support over chat- or email-heavy roles. Voice plays to fluency and

warmth from day one; heavy written support leans on the developing skill. Chat is fine in

small doses (and good practice), but voice is where she shines.
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[ A I  A S S I S T ]

AI builds response templates and a tone guide for common situations in both languages,

and drafts the end-of-shift summary reports — she edits for accuracy, AI cleans the

grammar.

THE B IL INGUAL FREELANCE PLAYBOOK

Toledo Technologies 8



S K I L L  0 3

3 Appointment Setting & Cold Calling

WRITING LOAD

Low — scripts
RATE RANGE

$20–$45/hr eff.
PRIORITY

HIGH-VALUE · wk 3+

What it is

Businesses need someone to call prospects (cold or warm) and qualify them or book them into

the sales team’s calendar. Phone work with a script. Pay is often base plus a bonus per booked

appointment — which rewards skill, and she has it.

Why she’s built for it

Twenty years in service work is twenty years of reading people fast, handling rejection without

flinching, and nudging a “maybe” toward “yes.” Cold calling breaks most beginners through

rejection fatigue. It won’t break someone who’s spent two decades dealing with the public.

T H E  B I L I N G U A L  P R E M I U M  I S  R E A L  M O N E Y

English-only appointment setters cluster at $5–$45 a gig. But a German-speaking

telephonist gig lists at $830 precisely because bilingual calling is scarce. A “Polish +

English appointment setter” can charge a clear premium — very few exist, and

businesses targeting Polish communities (or Polish businesses targeting US/UK

markets) need exactly this.

Tier What’s included Start price

BASIC 50 cold calls from your list, qualified leads logged + report $45

STANDARD 150 calls + appointment booking into your calendar, daily updates $120

PREMIUM Weekly calling campaign (up to 10 hrs) + script + lead list $300

Rate ladder: first gigs flat & low (~$18–$22/hr) → proven, base + $10–$20 per booked

appointment (~$25–$35/hr) → specialist bilingual retainer + bonus (~$35–$45/hr).
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[ A I  A S S I S T ]

AI writes the call scripts, builds objection-handling cheat-sheets (“if they say X, say Y”),

and drafts follow-ups. She brings the human warmth and timing; the AI handles the prep

that would otherwise eat unpaid hours.

Red flags

Anything asking her to misrepresent herself, sell scams, or call do-not-call lists. Decline —
illegal and reputation-torching. Legit B2B and opt-in lists only.

Clients cagey about the product or unwilling to provide a lead list. Walk.

• 

• 
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S K I L L  0 4

4 Virtual Assistant / Executive Admin

WRITING LOAD

Low–Medium
RATE RANGE

$18–$30/hr
PRIORITY

CORE · week 2+

What it is

A grab-bag of “run my business life” tasks: inbox triage, scheduling, data entry, research, travel,

light bookkeeping, follow-ups. Generic VA work is saturated and low-paid (~$13/hr Upwork

median). The money is in NICHE and BILINGUAL positioning.

Why she’s built for it

Running a catering job or grooming floor is executive assistance under fire — schedules,

vendors, last-minute changes, demanding clients, all at once. The pitch isn’t “I can do tasks” —

it’s “I’ve run real operations where things go wrong and still got everyone served on time.”

D O N ’ T  B E  A  G E N E R I C  V A  —  B E  A  S P E C I A L I S T

Generic VAs fight the whole planet on price. Niche VAs charge double. Strong niches: 

bilingual VA for businesses serving Polish clients; VA for service-based businesses

(salons, contractors, caterers — her world); and real-estate or e-commerce VA (clear

$16–$25 → $30–$45 ladders).

Tier What’s included Start price

BASIC 5 hrs of admin (data entry, scheduling, research), 3-day turnaround $60

STANDARD 10 hrs/week ongoing bilingual VA support, weekly check-in $200

PREMIUM 20 hrs/week dedicated bilingual VA + ops support retainer $420

[ A I  A S S I S T ]

This is where the AI tools earn their keep daily: drafting emails she edits, summarizing

long documents, organizing spreadsheets, building simple SOPs, and proofreading every

written deliverable before it reaches a client — directly covering the writing gap.
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S K I L L  0 5

5 Lead Generation & List Building

WRITING LOAD

Low
RATE RANGE

$15–$30/hr
PRIORITY

SOLID · week 3+

What it is

Building targeted lists of potential customers: finding businesses or people that fit a profile,

gathering names, emails, phones, and details into a clean spreadsheet. It pairs naturally with

the calling work — build the list, then call it.

Why she’s built for it

It rewards patience, thoroughness, and not cutting corners — hallmarks of a real work ethic.

The bilingual angle adds value: lists of Polish-market businesses or Polish-speaking prospects

are a niche almost no one else can do well.

Tier What’s included Start price

BASIC 50 verified leads in your niche (name, company, email, phone) $25

STANDARD 200 verified leads + LinkedIn/website + light qualification notes $80

PREMIUM 500 leads, fully verified & segmented, Polish-market specialty $180

T H E  P A I R I N G  P L A Y

Bundle lead-gen with appointment setting as a premium combo: “I’ll build your Polish-

market lead list AND call it to book appointments.” End-to-end offers justify a far higher

price than either piece alone, and create recurring work.

[ A I  A S S I S T ]

AI speeds research, formatting, deduplication, and email-pattern guessing. Always verify

the data is real and compliant — don’t buy or scrape prohibited lists. Clean, opt-in,

accurate data is the product.
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S K I L L  0 6

6 Calendar, Scheduling & Booking
Coordination

WRITING LOAD

Low
RATE RANGE

$18–$28/hr
PRIORITY

SOLID · week 4+

What it is

Owning a business’s calendar: booking appointments, preventing double-bookings, sending

reminders, rescheduling, coordinating between parties. Especially valuable for service

businesses with constant appointment churn (salons, clinics, trades, tutoring).

Why she’s built for it

She has literally run booking calendars — catering events and grooming appointments are

scheduling under pressure with real consequences for mistakes. A direct, provable transfer of a

skill she already has.

Tier What’s included Start price

BASIC One-time calendar setup + 1 week of booking management $50

STANDARD Ongoing scheduling & reminders, 5 hrs/week, bilingual $150

PREMIUM Full booking-desk coordination, 10 hrs/week retainer $280

[ A I  A S S I S T ]

AI drafts the reminder/confirmation templates (both languages) and helps set up

automations so reminders go out without manual effort — turning a time-for-money

task into a higher-margin managed service.

THE B IL INGUAL FREELANCE PLAYBOOK

Toledo Technologies 13



S K I L L  0 7

7 Data Entry & Internet Research

WRITING LOAD

Low
RATE RANGE

$12–$22/hr
PRIORITY

FILLER · week 1

What it is

Transferring, cleaning, and organizing information. Low pay, saturated market, so NOT a core

stream. Its real value: a fast, easy way to bank the first reviews in week 1.

How to use it strategically

Week 1 only, as a review engine. Take a couple of small, quick gigs, deliver flawlessly and
fast, convert into 5-star reviews that make the higher-value gigs credible.

Then upgrade out of it. Once reviews exist, pivot the same buyers toward VA or research
work that pays more. Don’t live here.

Tier What’s included Start price

BASIC 2 hrs data entry / copy-paste / spreadsheet cleanup, fast $20

STANDARD Full dataset entry up to 500 rows, verified & formatted $55

PREMIUM Ongoing data entry + research, 5 hrs/week $120

• 

• 
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S K I L L  0 8

8 English Transcription

WRITING LOAD

Medium — typing
RATE RANGE

$15–$25/hr
PRIORITY

DUAL-PURPOSE · wk 2+

What it is

Listening to audio/video and typing out what’s said. Modest pay, but a secret second job here:

it’s paid writing practice. Every gig is typing-accuracy and spelling reps that strengthen the

writing track — while earning.

The dual-purpose logic

Start with English transcription (the nearer-term strength). As Polish writing improves, Polish

transcription opens up — and pays a scarcity premium because few transcribers handle Polish.

So transcription literally grows in value as the writing matures.

Tier What’s included Start price

BASIC Up to 15 min of clear English audio transcribed, 2-day turnaround $20

STANDARD Up to 60 min audio, timestamps, clean formatting $65

PREMIUM Polish-language transcription, up to 30 min (scarcity premium) $90

[ A I  A S S I S T ]

AI tools produce a rough draft; her job becomes careful correction and formatting —

faster (higher effective rate) and excellent active reading/writing practice. The human-

corrected accuracy is what clients pay for over raw machine output.
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S K I L L  0 9

9 Bilingual Content Moderation

WRITING LOAD

Low–Medium
RATE RANGE

$15–$25/hr
PRIORITY

STEADY · week 4+

What it is

Reviewing user-generated content (comments, posts, listings, reviews) against a platform’s

rules, removing or flagging violations. Bilingual moderators who read Polish are in demand for

platforms with Polish user bases.

Why she’s built for it

Good judgment, consistency, and a thick skin — all built by two decades with the public.

Reading load is manageable (short snippets), and it doubles as Polish reading practice. Writing

output is minimal (flag/approve, short notes).

Tier What’s included Start price

BASIC Moderate up to 200 items against your guidelines + report $30

STANDARD 10 hrs/week ongoing moderation, EN + PL content $190

PREMIUM 20 hrs/week dedicated bilingual moderation retainer $390

A  W E L L B E I N G  N O T E

Some moderation involves disturbing content. Screen clients and topics, and decline

anything that would take a personal toll. Plenty of moderation is low-stakes

(marketplace listings, product reviews, general community) — steer toward that.
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S K I L L  1 0

10 Social Media Community Management

WRITING LOAD

Medium
RATE RANGE

$18–$35/hr
PRIORITY

GROWTH · week 6+

What it is

Running the day-to-day of a brand’s social presence: replying to comments and DMs, engaging

the community, light posting, flagging issues. Note the split — COMMUNITY MANAGEMENT

(replying, engaging) leans on people skills; CONTENT CREATION (caption-writing) leans on

writing. Lead with the first, grow into the second.

Why she’s built for it

The engagement side is customer service in public — warmth, quick thinking, de-escalation.

The bilingual angle lets her manage communities for brands targeting Polish audiences.

Tier What’s included Start price

BASIC 1 week of comment/DM management & community engagement $45

STANDARD Full community management, 5 hrs/week, EN + PL $170

PREMIUM Community + light posting, 10 hrs/week retainer $340

[ A I  A S S I S T ]

AI drafts caption options and reply templates; she selects, personalizes, adds warmth. As

writing matures she takes over more directly — a clean path from “engagement only” to

“full social management” at a higher rate.
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S K I L L  1 1

11 E-commerce / Shopify Store Admin

WRITING LOAD

Low–Medium
RATE RANGE

$16–$25/hr
PRIORITY

NICHE · week 6+

What it is

The back-office of an online store: adding/updating product listings, processing refunds,

updating inventory, answering supplier and customer emails, basic order management. A well-

defined niche with steady 10–20 hr/week retainers and a clear growth path.

Why she’s built for it

Detail-oriented, process-driven work — right in the wheelhouse of someone reliable and

thorough. No coding; stores train you on their setup. The bilingual angle helps stores selling

into Polish markets.

Tier What’s included Start price

BASIC Add/update 25 product listings, formatted & accurate $40

STANDARD Store admin 10 hrs/week (listings, refunds, inventory, email) $190

PREMIUM Full back-office + bilingual customer email, 20 hrs/week $400

[ A I  A S S I S T ]

AI writes and polishes product descriptions and supplier/customer emails, so the

writing load drops to editing — one of the cleanest “AI covers the writing gap” fits in the

book.
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12 Voice Work, Mystery Shopping & QA Calling

WRITING LOAD

Low
RATE RANGE

$15–$40/job
PRIORITY

OPPORTUNISTIC

What it is

A cluster of verbal, gig-style tasks: recording Polish or English voice samples for AI/data

projects, mystery-shopping calls (calling a business and reporting on the experience), and QA

calling (testing a client’s phone systems or scripts). Irregular but easy, verbal, and a nice

supplement between bigger gigs.

Why she’s built for it

All verbal, all low-pressure. Polish voice work pays a scarcity premium — native Polish speakers

for voice/data projects are genuinely sought after. Mystery shopping rewards observation and

acting like a normal customer, second nature after years on the other side of the counter.

Where to find it

Voice/data projects: AI-training and localization companies hire native Polish speakers
(search “Polish voice data collection”).

Mystery shopping: reputable platforms only — never one that asks you to pay, or to cash a
check and wire money back.

R E D  F L A G  —  T H E  M Y S T E R Y - S H O P P I N G  C H E C K  S C A M

If any “mystery shopping” offer involves depositing a check and wiring part of it back,

or buying gift cards, it is a scam. Real mystery shopping pays you; it never asks you to

move money. No exceptions.

• 

• 
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13 Polish Proofreading & Localization QA

WRITING LOAD

High — emerging
RATE RANGE

$20–$35/hr
PRIORITY

DEFERRED · wk 9+

What it is

Checking Polish text for errors, or reviewing a Polish translation/website/app for quality and

natural phrasing (localization QA). Writing-dependent, so deliberately HELD until the writing

matures — introduced as small, low-stakes micro-gigs around week 9, growing into a real

stream in Q2.

Why it’s sequenced late

Proofreading needs confident written Polish — the exact skill being built. Starting too early

risks a bad review on reputation-sensitive work. Localization QA (does this Polish read

naturally? does this app make sense to a Polish user?) is the gentler on-ramp — it leans on her

native ear more than formal rules, so it’s the ideal first step.

Weeks 9–12: tiny localization-QA gigs — “does this read right to a native Polish speaker?” —
AI-assisted, Nikki spot-checked.

Q2: short proofreading jobs as confidence and accuracy build.

Later: full proofreading, and into translation (next chapter).

[ A I  A S S I S T ]

Perfect scaffolding: she reviews using her native ear, the AI flags grammar/spelling she’s

unsure of and explains why, and she learns the rule each time. Over weeks she catches

more herself — the writing track and the income stream grow together.

1. 

2. 

3. 
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14 Polish–English Written Translation

WRITING LOAD

High — destination
RATE RANGE

$0.06–$0.12/word
PRIORITY

DEFERRED · Q2 stream

What it is

Converting written text between Polish and English — documents, websites, marketing copy,

correspondence. The highest-value language skill and a genuine career — but the

DESTINATION, not the start. It becomes a core stream only once written Polish demonstrably

supports professional-quality output.

Why patience here pays

Translation is the most reputation-sensitive work in the book — one bad document can sink a

profile. The whole sequencing of this plan exists to arrive here ready, not to gamble early. By

the time she takes paid translation as a primary stream, the writing track will have done its job.

The honest near-term version

Now–Q1: only short, low-stakes, AI-assisted-and-human-verified micro-gigs (a paragraph,
a menu, a simple message). Disclose AI assistance where required; never market as
certified human translation.

Q2+: longer documents and full translation as a core, premium offering — priced per word,
with the bilingual-niche premium (PL↔EN for service/hospitality/small business, her
native world).

T H E  P A Y O F F  P I C T U R E

Once writing is ready, this is the crown of the whole strategy: translation pairs with

everything else she’s built — the interpreting clients need documents translated, the e-

commerce stores need listings localized, the businesses she calls for need materials in

Polish. Every earlier skill becomes a feeder for the highest-value one.

• 

• 
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A P P E N D I X  A

The Cold Start — Your First 5 Reviews
he hardest part of any platform is the empty profile. No reviews means no trust

means no orders. Here’s the exact sequence to break out fast.

Price your first 2–3 gigs low on purpose. Not forever — just to win the first reviews. A $20
data-entry gig delivered perfectly is a 5-star review that makes a $200 gig believable.

Over-deliver wildly on the first handful. Deliver early, add a small extra, communicate
proactively. The first five clients buy your reputation for you — make them thrilled.

Send sharp Upwork proposals while Fiverr is quiet. Don’t wait to be found. Mention a
specific detail from the post in line one to prove you read it.

Ask happy clients for the review, kindly. “If you were happy with this, a quick review
would mean a lot as I build my profile” works. Most say yes.

Lean on the warm network for the very first ones. A real small business in Nikki’s circle
that needs a few hours of bilingual calling or admin = a real gig, a real review, zero cold-
start friction. The single fastest way out of the empty-profile trap.

T H E  5 - R E V I E W  T H R E S H O L D

Something shifts around five solid reviews: search ranking improves, buyers stop

hesitating, and you can raise prices. Treat the first five reviews as the entire goal of

weeks 1–3. Everything after gets easier.

1. 

2. 

3. 

4. 

5. 
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A P P E N D I X  B

Scam & Safety Red Flags
Freelance platforms attract scammers who prey on new freelancers eager for work. These rules

are absolute.

If you see this… It means…

A client wants to move OFF-platform before any
work/payment

Likely scam — stay on-platform until a
milestone is paid

You’re asked to pay to “apply,” “register,” or “get
certified”

Scam — legit work pays YOU, never the reverse

A “job” involves depositing a check and sending
money back

Classic check fraud — walk away immediately

A client pushes you to buy gift cards or crypto Scam, always, no exceptions

Pay seems far too high for the task, with vague
details

Bait — real pay matches real work

A client won’t use platform payment protection Red flag — escrow exists to protect you

You’re asked to misrepresent yourself or break the
law

Decline — protects you legally and
reputationally

T H E  O N E  R U L E  T H A T  P R E V E N T S  M O S T  O F  I T

Until you have an established, paid relationship, keep everything on-platform and use

the platform’s payment protection. The platforms take a cut precisely because they

protect you from this. Move to direct/off-platform only with clients who’ve proven

themselves through paid work — and where the platform’s terms allow it.
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A P P E N D I X  C

The AI Toolkit (“The Toys”)
ikki’s offer of AI tools is a real strategic edge — used right, it closes the writing

gap and removes the unpaid-prep tax that slows most freelancers. The

governing rule everywhere: AI drafts and checks; the human owns and verifies.

Use the AI to… On which skills The human still owns…

Write & polish gig descriptions and
proposals

All Her voice, her real story

Build call scripts & objection cheat-
sheets

Calling, appt-setting, CS Warmth, timing, judgment

Generate bilingual terminology glossaries Interpreting, translation Accuracy on the live call

Draft client emails & shift summaries VA, CS, e-commerce Editing for truth & tone

Proofread her written Polish & explain
errors

Writing track,
proofreading

Learning the rule each time

Produce rough transcription/translation
drafts

Transcription, translation Correction & verification

Benchmark market rates before raising
prices

All (pricing) The decision to raise

Clean & format spreadsheets / data Data, lead gen, e-comm Verifying data is real &
compliant

T W O  H A R D  R U L E S  T H A T  K E E P  I T  E T H I C A L  A N D  D U R A B L E

(1) Disclose AI assistance where a platform or client requires it, and never sell AI output

as certified human translation. (2) Use AI to LEARN, not to avoid learning — especially

on the writing track. The freelancer who lets AI do the thinking stays a beginner; the

one who lets AI teach her gets steadily better and harder to replace.
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A P P E N D I X  D

Pricing Psychology & The Rate-Raising
Cadence
Underpricing is the most common and most expensive mistake new freelancers make. These

principles keep her from leaving money on the table.

Low prices are a week-1 tool, not an identity. They exist only to win the first reviews.
Staying cheap after proving quality attracts the worst clients and the most work for the
least money.

Raise rates the moment reviews allow. Rule of thumb: after every ~5 strong reviews on a
gig, raise its price. The market tells you fast if you went too far — and usually it won’t
flinch.

Anchor with the three-tier package. Most Fiverr buyers choose the middle tier. Make
Basic feel a little bare and Premium feel generous, so Standard looks smart — and price
Standard where you actually want to land.

Charge the bilingual premium without apology. Polish–English fluency is scarce, and
scarce skills command higher prices. She is not “a VA who also speaks Polish” — she is “a
bilingual specialist,” and that framing alone is worth 20–30% more.

Gross up for platform fees. Fiverr takes 20%; Upwork up to 15%. Build it into the sticker
price, or you’re quietly working for less than you think.

Direct clients = an instant raise. Moving a proven client off-platform (where allowed) is a
15–20% raise with zero extra work, just by removing the cut.

T H E  R A T E  L A D D E R ,  S U M M A R I Z E D

Weeks 1–3: priced low, buying reviews. Weeks 4–7: at-market, building momentum. 

Weeks 8–12: above-market on proven streams, leaning on the bilingual premium. Month

4+: specialist pricing + direct clients + the emerging translation stream. The number

goes up by raising rates and removing middlemen — never by adding hours past the safe

ceiling.

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 
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Companion document: “The 90-Day Freelance Ramp.” Use
this Playbook for the how; use the Ramp for the when.

“
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